CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

rather these sects, for the society is split into
several, all religions equally contain the truth,
though all are tainted with error, and they
make no special claim for the Hindu tradition
or the Hindu sacred books. I should say,
indeed, from what I saw, that their spirit is
much more Christian than Hindu, though
they do not give to Christ a higher position
than to other great prophets. But for the
very reason, perhaps, of its detachment from
Hindu tradition, the Brahmo Somaj seems to
be losing, not gaming, ground It has few
adherents outside Bengal, and my impression
is that it exercises a small and declining
influence. The Arya Somaj, on the other
hand, bases itself on the Vedas, and is intensely
national It claims that its reformed faith is
really the original faith of the Vedas, a claim
which I should suppose would not for a mo-
ment be sustained by an impartial scholar.
Its adherents have been very numerous and
very active, especially in North-West India,
and it has a college at Hardwar somewhat
similar to Jesuit institutions, where boys axe
trained exclusively till they reach manhood in
the tenets and spirit of the society, with a view
to a future apostolate. The first generation
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